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Welcome  Letter 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Georgia Close Up Participant,  

 

My name is Amber Sansbury and I am the new Program Administrator for Georgia Close Up. I am 

graduating this semester from Georgia State University with a degree in Middle East Studies and hope 

to bring a world focus to GA Close Up! I'm writing you personally to thank you for attending our 2009 

Conflict Resolution Symposium in partnership with the esteemed Martin Luther King Center!  We 

have worked hard to plan a conference that will offer a great program unlike any that you have 

experienced before and one that is sure to change your life.  

 

Our symposium objectives for the next two days are that you: 

¶ Have working proficiency in conflict resolution methods 

¶ Become familiar with Dr. Kingôs Steps and Principles for Nonviolent Change and their 

applications to current local and global arguments 

¶ Examine needs for conflict resolution locally and abroad 

¶ Will understand the importance of your role and responsibilites as an individual world citizen 

 

Documents and articles in this instructional handbook will assist you in discussions during the 

symposium; you will be more than ready to get involved considering the information that we have 

provided, your teacherôs class time, and your own research in issues that interest you. In addition, feel 

free to explore the handbook as a guide for more in depth school research or personal knowledge later.  

Hopefully, emphasis on Dr. Kingôs Principles and Steps- specifically considering the role of young 

people in the Civil Rights Movement- will encourage you to get involved in area community outreach 

and organizations like the King Center. Start to see civic engagement as a lifestyle, one that you can 

implement here and now. This symposium will show you effective ways to discuss and solve conflicts 

in your own homes, schools, and neighborhoods.  

 

Thank you again for coming. Do not hesitate to talk with our staff, the K ing Center staff, and all 

conference volunteers. Even more importantly, jump in and express your opinions and questions about 

what you are learning. As a world citizen, you are a part of continuing history and our exciting future!  

 

 

Best, 

 

 

 

Ron, Amber, Xuange, and Qian 
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Biograph ies 

 

   

 

 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 ï April 4, 1968) was an American clergyman, activist 

and prominent leader in the African-American civil rights movement. His main legacy was to secure progress 

on civil rights in the United States, and he has become a human rights icon: King is recognized as a martyr by 

two Christian churches.[1] A Baptist minister,[2] King became a civil rights activist early in his career. He led 

the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott and helped found the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in 1957, 

serving as its first president. King's efforts led to the 1963 March on Washington, where King delivered his "I 

Have a Dream" speech. There, he raised public consciousness of the civil rights movement and established 

himself as one of the greatest orators in U.S. history. In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the 

Nobel Peace Prize for his work to end racial segregation and racial discrimination through civil disobedience 

and other non-violent means. By the time of his death in 1968, he had refocused his efforts on ending poverty and opposing the Vietnam War, 

both from a religious perspective. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. He was posthumously awarded the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977 and Congressional Gold Medal in 2004; Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

was established as a U.S. national holiday in 1986. 

Coretta Scott King (April 27, 1927 ï January 30, 2006) was the wife of civil rights leader Martin 

Luther King, Jr.. The couple met in Boston, where Coretta Scott was studying voice at the New England 

Conservatory of Music; they were married on 18 June 1953. The family moved to Montgomery, Alabama and 

then to Atlanta as Dr. King became a civil rights leader and a prominent public figure. After Dr. King's 

assassination in 1968, Coretta King established the King Center for Nonviolent Social Change in Atlanta; she 

also supported the establishment of a national holiday in honor of her husband, an idea which became law in 

1986. Coretta and Martin Luther King had four children: Yolanda (born 1955), Martin Luther III (b. 1957), 

Dexter (b. 1961), and Bernice (1963).In 1969 the American Library Association (ALA) created the annual Coretta Scott King award to honor 

children's book authors and illustrators of African descent. 

Rosa Parks  (February 4, 1913 ï October 24, 2005), the "mother of the civil rights movement" was one of 

the most important citizens of the 20th century. Mrs. Parks was a seamstress in Montgomery, Alabama when, 

in December of 1955, she refused to give up her seat on a city bus to a white passenger. The bus driver had her 

arrested. She was tried and convicted of violating a local ordinance. Her act sparked a citywide boycott of the 

bus system by blacks that lasted more than a year. The boycott raised an unknown clergyman named Martin 

Luther King, Jr., to national prominence and resulted in the U.S. Supreme Court decision outlawing 

segregation on city buses. Over the next four decades, she helped make her fellow Americans aware of the 

history of the civil rights struggle. This pioneer in the struggle for racial equality was the recipient of 

innumerable honors, including the Martin Luther King Jr. Nonviolent Peace Prize and the Presidential Medal 

of Freedom. Her example remains an inspiration to freedom-loving people everywhere.  

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869-1948) was an Indian revolutionary religious leader who used his religious power for 

political and social reform. Although he held no governmental office, he was the prime mover in the struggle 

for independence of the world's second-largest nation. Mohandas Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869, in 

Porbandar, a seacoast town in the Kathiawar Peninsula north of Bombay. His wealthy family was of a Modh 

Bania subcaste of the Vaisya, or merchant, caste. He was the fourth child of Karamchand Gandhi, prime 

minister to the raja of three small city-states. Gandhi described his mother as a deeply religious woman who 

attended temple service daily. Mohandas was a small, quiet boy who disliked sports and was only an average 

student. At the age of 13 he was married without foreknowledge of the event to a girl of his own age, 

Kasturbai. The childhood ambition of Mohandas was to study medicine, but as this was considered defiling to 

his caste, his father prevailed on him to study law instead.  
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Nonviolence Principles  

 

 

Shared Vision ï A Better World is 

Possible 

 

 ñYou must be the change you want to 

see in the worldò.  ï Mahatma Gandhi 

 

There are people everywhere who want 

to help create a better world ï people 

deeply concerned about widespread 

suffering, environmental destruction, 

escalating materialism and the loss of 

our sense of community.  There is a 

deep and growing hunger for a wiser 

and more loving society.  Ghandhi and 

King modeled the vision to create such 

a society. 

 

They claimed the power for social 

change lies within individual 

consciousness.  That if we really want 

to create a wise and loving world, we 

must first become wise and loving 

ourselves. With a vision of a society 

governed by love and the common good 

-- we have a powerful antidote to the 

violence, distrust and division of 

todayôs politics of fear. 

 

In practicing the relational principles of 

Nonviolence we seek to recover and 

renew ourselves, our families and our 

politics - so violence and secrecy no 

longer shape our behavior.  We realize 

that our lives, and those of our children, 

depend on our evolution.  Learning to 

be non-violent is a new way of living ï 

requiring a healing process that begins 

with the individual and ripples out into 

the larger world.  As we heal our own 

relations we are demonstrating that 

people, organizations and governments 

can move the world pro-actively toward 

peace and wisdom.  Join us in 

exploring and building this new future.  

 

Joint (Gandhi-King) Principles of 

Nonviolence 

 

ñAt the center of non-violence is the 

principle of loveò.  - M. L. King 

 

- Nonviolence means to honor the 

inherent worth of every human being. In 

NV  

   we naturally seek to understand each 

other, build friendship and community. 

 

- Nonviolence means believing that our 

lives are linked together, that what we 

do impacts the lives of everyone we 

encounter.  That, we are responsible to 

and for one another.  That we can trust 

one another and work toward the 

common good. 

 

- Nonviolence means dedicating 

ourselves to the fundamental rights of 

every human being (justice, equity, 

equality). 

 

- Nonviolence is courageously choosing 

to practice compassion with our 

adversaries. We oppose injustice, not 

people. 

 

- Nonviolence means recognizing love 

as the power of the human spirit to 

triumph over injustice, inequity, 

suffering - a true heroôs journey of 

personal-social change. 

 

Gandhian Principles of Non-Violence  

 

ñThe only devils in the world are those 
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running around in 

 our own hearts that is where the battle 

should be fought. éò  

ñTruth is my religion and non-violence 

(love) itôs only realizationò.  ï M. K. 

Gandhi 

 

1.  Respect  

    I vow to respect others and the 

interconnectedness of all life.  

 

2.  Understanding  

     I vow to understand the "whys" 

(meaning behind behavior), for myself 

and others.  

 

3.  Acceptance  

     Out of respect and understanding, I 

vow to accept the differences of others. 

 

4.  Appreciating Differences 

     I seek to move beyond acceptance 

into appreciation and celebration of 

difference. 

 

5.  Truth and Truthfulness  

     I commit to be truthful and authentic 

and to confront untruth wherever I find 

it. 

 

6.   Absorbing Suffering 

      I take on without complaint any 

suffering that results from my 

confrontation with untruth. I also accept 

that all forms of violence cannot be 

totally eliminated. 

 

7.  Ahimsa (nonviolence) with my 

Adversary 

      I vow to help my adversary avoid 

all suffering, especially from our 

confrontation.  

 

8.  Trusteeship and Constructive Action  

      Beyond personal necessities, I see 

myself as Godôs trustee over my 

possessions and talents. I promise to use 

them to empower others and make 

things fair for all. 

 

 

Eight Social Blunders ï M. Gandhi 

 

- Wealth Without Work    - Pleasure 

Without Conscience 

- Knowledge Without Character    - 

Commerce Without Morality 

- Science Without Humanity    - 

Worship Without Sacrifice 

- Politics Without Principles  - Rights 

Without Responsibilities 

 

 

Martin Luther Kingôs Principles of 

Nonviolence 

 

        "The aftermath of violence is 

tragic bitterness, while the aftermath  

          of nonviolence is the beloved 

community."        ï M.L. King Jr. 

 

1.  Nonviolence is a way of life for 

courageous people.  

 

2.  Nonviolence seeks to win friendship 

and understanding. 

 

3.  Nonviolence seeks to defeat 

injustice, not people.  

 

4.  Nonviolence holds that suffering for 

a cause can educate and transform.  

 

5.  Nonviolence chooses love instead of 

hate.  

 

6.  Nonviolence holds that the universe 

is on the side of justice and that right 

will eventually prevail.  
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Six Steps for Nonviolent Social Change  

 

Step One: Information Gathering  

To understand and articulate an issue, problem or injustice facing a person, community or institution, you must do research. 

You must investigate and gather all information from all sides of the argument or issue so as to increase your understanding  

of the problem. You must become an expert on your opponentôs position. 

Examples: 

1. Past and present newspaper and magazine articles, radio and televis ion  

2. Organizations or groups that might have expertise in some aspect of the issue  

3. Public library  

4. Discussions with other people and interviews  

5. The Internet  

 Step Two: Education 

It is essential to inform others, including your opposition, about your issue. This minimizes misunderstanding and gains you 

support and sympathy. 

Step Three: Personal Commitment 

Daily check and affirm your faith in the philosophy and methods of nonviolence. Eliminate hidden motives and prepare 

yourself to accept suffering, if necessary, in your work for justice.  

Step Four: Negotiations  

Using grace, humor and intelligence, confront the other party with a list of injustices and a plan for addressing and 

resolving these injustices. Look for what is positive in every action and statement the position makes. Do not seek to 

humiliate the opponent but call forth the good in the opponent. Look for ways in which the opponent can also win. 

Step Five: Direct Action 

These are actions taken to morally force the opponent to work with you in resolving the injustices. Direct action imposes a 

ñcreative tensionò into the conflict. Direct action is most effective when it illustrates the injustice it seeks to correct.  

There are hundreds of direct action tactics, including: 

1. Boycotts ï refuse to by products  

2. Marches and rallies  

3. Rent strikes and work slowdowns  

4. Letter-writing and petition campaigns  

5. Bank-ins, property occupancy, and financial withdrawal  

6. Political denial through voting  

Direct action is most effective when it illustrates the injustice it seeks to correct. 

Step Six: Reconciliation 

Nonviolence seeks friendship and understanding with the opponent. Nonviolence does not seek to defeat the opponent. 

Nonviolence is directed against evil systems, forces, oppressive policies, evil and unjust acts, not against persons. 

 

Derived from the essay "Letter from Birmingham Jail" in Why We Can't Wait, New York: Penguin Books, 1963. 

The Six Steps for Nonviolent Social Change are based on Dr. King's nonviolent campaigns and teachings which emphasize love in action. Dr. King's philosophy of nonviolence works hand in hand 

with these steps for social and interpersonal change. 
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights  

Preamble 

Whereas recognition of the inherent 

dignity and of the equal and 

inalienable rights of all members of 

the human family is the foundation 

of freedom, justice and peace in the 

world, 

Whereas disregard and contempt for 

human rights have resulted in 

barbarous acts which have outraged 

the conscience of mankind, and the 

advent of a world in which human 

beings shall enjoy freedom of 

speech and belief and freedom from 

fear and want has been proclaimed 

as the highest aspiration of the 

common people, 

Whereas it is essential, if man is not 

to be compelled to have recourse, as 

a last resort, to rebellion against 

tyranny and oppression, that human 

rights should be protected by the 

rule of law, 

Whereas it is essential to promote 

the development of friendly relations 

between nations, 

Whereas the peoples of the United 

Nations have in the Charter 

reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 

human rights, in the dignity and 

worth of the human person and in 

the equal rights of men and women 

and have determined to promote 

social progress and better standards 

of life in larger freedom, 

Whereas Member States have 

pledged themselves to achieve, in 

co-operation with the United 

Nations, the promotion of universal 

respect for and observance of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Whereas a common understanding 

of these rights and freedoms is of the 

greatest importance for the full 

realization of this pledge, 

Now, Therefore, 

The General Assembly 

proclaims 

This Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights 

as a common standard of 

achievement for all peoples and all 

nations, to the end that every 

individual and every organ of 

society, keeping this Declaration 

constantly in mind, shall strive by 

teaching and education to promote 

respect for these rights and freedoms 

and by progressive measures, 

national and international, to secure 

their universal and effective 

recognition and observance, both 

among the peoples of Member 

States themselves and among the 

peoples of territories under their 

jurisdiction.  

Article 1 

All human beings are born free and 

equal in dignity and rights. They are 

endowed with reason and conscience 

and should act towards one another 

in a spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights 

and freedoms set forth in this 

Declaration, without distinction of 

any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 

language, religion, political or other 

opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status. 

Furthermore, no distinction shall be 

made on the basis of the political, 

jurisdictional or international status 

of the country or territory to which a 

person belongs, whether it be 

independent, trust, 

non-self-governing or under any 

other limitation of sovereignty.  

Article 3 

Everyone has the right to life, liberty 

and the security of person. 

Article 4 

No one shall be held in slavery or 

servitude; slavery and the slave trade 

shall be prohibited in all their forms.  

Article 5 

No one shall be subjected to torture 

or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment. 

Article 6 

Everyone has the right to 

recognition everywhere as a person 

before the law. 

Article 7 

All are equal before the law and are 

entitled without any discrimination 

to equal protection against any 

discrimination in violation of this 

Declaration and against any 

incitement to such discrimination.  

Article 8 

Everyone has the right to an 

effective remedy by the competent 

national tribunals for acts violating 

the fundamental rights granted him 

by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9 

No one shall be subjected to 

arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10 

Everyone is entitled in full equality 

to a fair, and public hearing by an 

independent and impartial tribunal, 

in the determination of his rights and 

obligations and of any criminal 

charge against him. 

Article 11 

1. Everyone charged with a penal 

offence has the right to be presumed 
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innocent until proven guilty 

according to law in a public trial at 

which he has had all the guarantees 

necessary for his defence.  

2. No one shall be held guilty of 

any penal offence on account of any 

act or omission which did not 

constitute a penal offence, under 

national or international law, at the 

time when it was committed. Nor 

shall a heavier penalty be imposed 

than the one that was applicable at 

the time the penal offence was 

committed.  

Article 12 

No one shall be subjected to 

arbitrary interference with his 

privacy, family, home or 

correspondence, nor to attacks upon 

his honour and reputation. Everyone 

has the right to the protection of the 

law against such interference or 

attacks. 

Article 13 

1. Everyone has the right to 

freedom of movement and residence 

within the borders of each State.  

2. Everyone has the right to leave 

any country, including his own, and 

to return to his country.  

Article 14 

1. Everyone has the right to seek 

and to enjoy in other countries 

asylum from persecution.  

2. This right may not be invoked in 

the case of prosecutions genuinely 

arising from non-political crimes or 

from acts contrary to the purposes 

and principles of the United Nations.  

Article 15 

1. Everyone has the right to a 

nationality.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily 

deprived of his nationality nor 

denied the right to change his 

nationality.  

Article 16 

1. Men and women of full age, 

without any limitation due to race, 

nationality or religion, have the right 

to marry and to found a family. They 

are entitled to equal rights as to 

marriage, during marriage and at its 

dissolution.  

2. Marriage shall be entered into 

only with the free and full consent of 

the intending spouses.  

3. The family is the natural and 

fundamental group unit of society 

and is entitled to protection by 

society and the State.  

Article 17 

1. Everyone has the right to own 

property alone as well as in 

association with others.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily 

deprived of his property.  

Article 18 

Everyone has the right to freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion; 

this right includes freedom to 

change his religion or belief, and 

freedom, either alone or in 

community with others and in public 

or private, to manifest his religion or 

belief in teaching, practice, worship 

and observance. 

Article 19 

Everyone has the right to freedom of 

opinion and expression; this right 

includes freedom to hold opinions 

without interference and to seek, 

receive and impart information and 

ideas through any media and 

regardless of frontiers. 

Article 20 

1. Everyone has the right to 

freedom of peaceful assembly and 

association.  

2. No one may be compelled to 

belong to an association.  

Article 21 

1. Everyone has the right to take 

part in the government of his 

country, directly or through freely 

chosen representatives.  

2. Everyone has the right of equal 

access to public service in his 

country.  

3. The will of the people shall be 

the basis of the authority of 

government; this will shall be 

expressed in periodic and genuine 

elections which shall be by universal 

and equal suffrage and shall be held 

by secret vote or by equivalent free 

voting procedures.  

Article 22 

Everyone, as a member of society, 

has the right to social security and is 

entitled to realization, through 

national effort and international 

co-operation and in accordance with 

the organization and resources of 

each State, of the economic, social 

and cultural rights indispensable for 

his dignity and the free development 

of his personality.  

Article 23 

1.  Everyone has the right to work, 

to free choice of employment, to just 

and favourable conditions of work 

and to protection against 

unemployment.  

2. Everyone, without any 

discrimination, has the right to equal 

pay for equal work.  

3. Everyone who works has the 

right to just and favourable 

remuneration ensuring for himself 

and his family an existence worthy 

of human dignity, and supplemented, 

if necessary, by other means of 

social protection.  

4. Everyone has the right to form 

and to join trade unions for the 

protection of his interests.  

Article 24 

Everyone has the right to rest and 

leisure, including reasonable 

limitation of working hours and 
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Declaration of the Right of the Child  

periodic holidays with pay.  

Article 25 

1. Everyone has the right to a 

standard of living adequate for the 

health and well-being of himself and 

of his family, including food, clothing, 

housing and medical care and 

necessary social services, and the right 

to security in the event of 

unemployment, sickness, disability, 

widowhood, old age or other lack of 

livelihood in circumstances beyond 

his control.  

Motherhood and childhood are 

entitled to special care and assistance. 

All children, whether born in or out of 

wedlock, shall enjoy the same social 

protection.  

Article 26 

1. Everyone has the right to 

education. Education shall be free, at 

least in the elementary and 

fundamental stages. Elementary 

education shall be compulsory. 

Technical and professional education 

shall be made generally available and 

higher education shall be equally 

accessible to all on the basis of merit.  

2. Education shall be directed to the 

full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of 

respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. It shall 

promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or 

religious groups, and shall further the 

activities of the United Nations for the 

maintenance of peace.  

Parents have a prior right to choose 

the kind of education that shall be 

given to their children.  

Article  27  

1. Everyone has the right freely to 

participate in the cultural life of the 

community, to enjoy the arts and to 

share in scientific advancement and its 

benefits.  

2. Everyone has the right to the 

protection of the moral and material 

interests resulting from any scientific, 

literary or artistic production of which 

he is the author.  

Article 28  

Everyone is entitled to a social and 

international order in which the rights 

and freedoms set forth in this 

Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29 

1. Everyone has duties to the 

community in which alone the free 

and full development of his 

personality is possible.  

2. In the exercise of his rights and 

freedoms, everyone shall be subject 

only to such limitations as are 

determined by law solely for the 

purpose of securing due recognition 

and respect for the rights and 

freedoms of others and of meeting the 

just requirements of morality, public 

order and the general welfare in a 

democratic society.  

3. These rights and freedoms may in 

no case be exercised contrary to the 

purposes and principles of the United 

Nation.  

Article 30  

Nothing in this Declaration may be 

interpreted as implying for any State, 

group or person any right to engage in 

any activity or to perform any act 

aimed at the destruction of any of the 

rights and freedoms set forth herein.

 

Preamble 

Whereas the peoples of the United 

Nations have, in the Charter, 

reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 

human rights and in the dignity and 

worth of the human person, and have 

determined to promote social progress 

and better standards of life in larger 

freedom,  

Whereas the United Nations has, in 

the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, proclaimed that everyone is 

entitled to all the rights and freedoms 

set forth therein, without distinction 

of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 

language, religion, political or other 

opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status,  

Whereas the child, by reason of his 

physical and mental immaturity, 

needs special safeguards and care, 

including appropriate legal protection, 

before as well as after birth,  

Whereas the need for such special 

safeguards has been stated in the 

Geneva Declaration of the Rights of 

the Child of 1924, and recognized in 

the Universal Declaration of Human 
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Rights and in the statutes of 

specialized agencies and international 

organizations concerned with the 

welfare of children,  

Whereas mankind owes to the child 

the best it has to give,  

Now therefore,  

The General Assembly 

Proclaims this Declaration of the 

Rights of the Child to the end that he 

may have a happy childhood and 

enjoy for his own good and for the 

good of society the rights and 

freedoms herein set forth, and calls 

upon parents, upon men and women 

as individuals, and upon voluntary 

organizations, local authorities and 

national Governments to recognize 

these rights and strive for their 

observance by legislative and other 

measures progressively taken in 

accordance with the following 

principles:  

Principle I 

The child shall enjoy all the rights set 

forth in this Declaration. Every child, 

without any exception whatsoever, 

shall be entitled to these rights, 

without distinction or discrimination 

on account of race, colour, sex, 

language, religion, political or other 

opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status, whether 

of himself or of his family.  

Principle 2 

The child shall enjoy special 

protection, and shall be given 

opportunities and facilities, by law 

and by other means, to enable him to 

develop physically, mentally, morally, 

spiritually and socially in a healthy 

and normal manner and in conditions 

of freedom and dignity. In the 

enactment of laws for this purpose, 

the best interests of the child shall be 

the paramount consideration.  

Principle 3 

The child shall be entitled from his 

birth to a name and a nationality.  

Principle 4 

The child shall enjoy the benefits of 

social security. He shall be entitled to 

grow and develop in health; to this 

end, special care and protection shall 

be provided both to him and to his 

mother, including adequate pre-natal 

and post-natal care. The child shall 

have the right to adequate nutrition, 

housing, recreation and medical 

services.  

Principle 5 

The child who is physically, mentally 

or socially handicapped shall be given 

the special treatment, education and 

care required by his particular 

condition.  

Principle 6 

The child, for the full and harmonious 

development of his personality, needs 

love and understanding. He shall, 

wherever possible, grow up in the 

care and under the responsibility of 

his parents, and, in any case, in an 

atmosphere of affection and of moral 

and material security; a child of 

tender years shall not, save in 

exceptional circumstances, be 

separated from his mother. Society 

and the public authorities shall have 

the duty to extend particular care to 

children without a family and to those 

without adequate means of support. 

Payment of State and other assistance 

towards the maintenance of children 

of large families is desirable.  

Principle 7 

The child is entitled to receive 

education, which shall be free and 

compulsory, at least in the elementary 

stages. He shall be given an education 

which will promote his general 

culture and enable him, on a basis of 

equal opportunity, to develop his 

abilities, his individual judgement, 

and his sense of moral and social 

responsibility, and to become a useful 

member of society.  

The best interests of the child shall be 

the guiding principle of those 

responsible for his education and 

guidance; that responsibility lies in 

the first place with his parents.  

The child shall have full opportunity 

for play and recreation, which should 

be directed to the same purposes as 

education; society and the public 

authorities shall endeavour to promote 

the enjoyment of this right.  

Principle 8 

The child shall in all circumstances be 

among the first to receive protection 

and relief.  

Principle 9 

The child shall be protected against 

all forms of neglect, cruelty and 

exploitation. He shall not be the 

subject of traffic, in any form.  

The child shall not be admitted to 

employment before an appropriate 

minimum age; he shall in no case be 

caused or permitted to engage in any 

occupation or employment which 

would prejudice his health or 

education, or interfere with his 

physical, mental or moral 

development.  

Principle 10 

The child shall be protected from 

practices which may foster racial, 

religious and any other form of 

discrimination. He shall be brought up 

in a spirit of understanding, tolerance, 

friendship among peoples, peace and 

universal brotherhood, and in full 

consciousness that his energy and 

talents should be devoted to the 

service of his fellow men. 
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Conflict Resolution Terms  

 

 

Conflict resolution  

A range of methods for alleviating or eliminating sources of conflict. The term "conflict resolution" is sometimes used 

interchangeably with the term dispute resolution or alternative dispute resolution. Processes of conflict resolution 

generally include negotiation, mediation, and diplomacy. The processes of arbitration, litigation, and formal complaint 

processes such as ombudsman processes, are usually described with the term dispute resolution, although some refer 

to them as "conflict resolution." Processes of mediation and arbitration are often referred to as alternative dispute 

resolution. 

Negotiation  

A dialogue intended to resolve disputes, to produce an agreement upon courses of action, to bargain for individual or 

collective advantage, or to craft outcomes to satisfy various interests. It is the primary method of alternative dispute 

resolution. 

Mediation 

A form of alternative dispute resolution (ADR) or "appropriate dispute resolution", aims to assist two (or more) 

disputants in reaching an agreement. The parties themselves determine the conditions of any settlements reachedð 

rather than accepting something imposed by a third party. The disputes may involve (as parties) states, organizations, 

communities, individuals or other representatives with a vested interest in the outcome. 

Diplomacy 

The art and practice of conducting negotiations between representatives of groups or states. It usually refers to 

international diplomacy, the conduct of international relations through the intercession of professional diplomats with 

regard to issues of peace-making, trade, war, economics and culture. International treaties are usually negotiated by 

diplomats prior to endorsement by national politicians. 

Arbitration 

A form of alternative dispute resolution (ADR), is a legal technique for the resolution of disputes outside the courts, 

wherein the parties to a dispute refer it to one or more persons (the "arbitrators", "arbiters" or "arbitral tribunal"), by 

whose decision (the "award") they agree to be bound. It is a settlement technique in which a third party reviews the 

case and imposes a decision that is legally binding for both sides. 

Violence 

The expression of physical or verbal force against self or other, compelling action against one's will on pain of being 

hurt. Worldwide, violence is used as a tool of manipulation and also is an area of concern for law and culture which 

take attempts to suppress and stop it. The word violence covers a broad spectrum. It can vary from between a physical 

altercation between two beings where a slight injury may be the outcome to war and genocide where millions may die 

as a result. War is a state of prolonged violence, large-scale conflict involving two or more groups of people, usually 

under the auspices of government. War is fought as a means of resolving territorial and other conflicts, as war of 

aggression to conquer territory or loot resources, in national self-defense, or to suppress attempts of part of the nation 

to secede from it. 

Terrorism  

The systematic use of terror especially as a means of coercion. At present, there is no internationally agreed definition 

of terrorism. Common definitions of terrorism refer only to those violent acts which are intended to create fear (terror), 
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are perpetrated for an ideological goal (as opposed to a lone attack), and deliberately target or disregard the safety of 

non-combatants. 

Some definitions also include acts of unlawful violence and war. The history of terrorist organizations suggests that 

they do not select terrorism for its political effectiveness
. 
 Individual terrorists tend to be motivated more by a desire 

for social solidarity with other members of their organization than by political platforms or strategic objectives, which 

are often murky and undefined. The word "terrorism" is politically and emotionally charged, and this greatly 

compounds the difficulty of providing a precise definition. Studies have found over 100 definitions of ñterrorismò. The 

concept of terrorism is itself controversial because it is often used by states to delegitimize political or foreign 

opponents, and potentially legitimize the state's own use of terror against them. A less politically and emotionally 

charged, and better defined, term (used not only for terrorists, and not including all those who have been described as 

terrorists) is violent non-state actor. Terrorism has been practiced by a broad array of political organizations for 

furthering their objectives. It has been practiced by both right-wing and left-wing political parties, nationalistic groups, 

religious groups, revolutionaries, and ruling governments. One form is the use of violence against noncombatants for 

the purpose of gaining publicity for a group, cause, or individual. 

Nonviolence  

A philosophy and strategy for social change that rejects the use of violence. As such, nonviolence is an alternative to 

passive acceptance of oppression and armed struggle against it. Practitioners of nonviolence may use diverse methods 

in their campaigns for social change, including critical forms of education and persuasion, civil disobedience and 

nonviolent direct action, and targeted communication via mass media. In modern times, nonviolence has been a 

powerful tool for social protest. There are many examples of its being used in nonviolent resistance and nonviolent 

revolution. Well known examples are Mahatma Gandhi leading a decades-long nonviolent struggle against British rule 

in India, which eventually helped India win its independence in 1947. Martin Luther King's adoption of Gandhi's 

nonviolent methods in the struggle to win civil rights for African Americans. César Chávez campaigns of nonviolence 

in the 1960s to protest the treatment of farm workers in California. The 1989 "Velvet Revolution" in Czechoslovakia 

that saw the overthrow of the Communist government
 
is considered one of the most important of the largely 

nonviolent Revolutions of 1989. More recently the nonviolent campaigns of Leymah Gbowee and the women of 

Liberia were able to achieve peace after a 14-year civil war. This story is captured in a 2008 documentary film Pray 

the Devil Back to Hell.  

Freedom  

The right to act according to ones will without being held up by the power of others. From a philosophical point of 

view, it can be defined as the capacity to determine your own choices. It can be defined negatively as an absence of 

subordination, servitude and constraint. Political freedom is the absence of interference with the sovereignty of an 

individual by the use of coercion or aggression. The opposite of a free society is a totalitarian state, which highly 

restricts political freedom in order to regulate almost every aspect of behavior. In this sense ófreedomô refers solely to 

the relation of humans to other humans, and the only infringement on it is coercion by humans. 

Justice  

The concept of moral rightness based on ethics, rationality, law, natural law, fairness, or equity.  

Injustice  

Absence of justice: violation of right or of the rights of another. 

Reconciliation  

Settlement, resolution, compromise, reunion, bringing together. 
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Charles L. Alphin, Key Speaker 

Charles L. Alphin, Sr. served as a police officer for over twenty-six years in the St. Louis City Police 

Department, St. Louis, Missouri. Serving in the rank of captain the last ten years of his career he was: 

Commander of Homicide/Rape and Child Abuse; District Commander; and retired as Commander of 

Vice/Narcotices. In 1992, after retirement from the St. Louis City Police Department, and at the request of 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, Captain Alphin and his wife moved to Atlanta, Georgia, to work at the Martin 

Luther King Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Inc. He worked as a trainer in Kingian Nonviolence and 

in 1994 was promoted to Director of Education and Training for the King Center. He has privileged to train 

both nationally and internationally in Kingian Nonviolence. He has trained law enforcement officers, ñat riskò 

and ñgangò youth, educators, elementary, secondary and college students, professors, community leaders, 

clergy, and correctional officer. Presently he serves as Senior Trainer for LaFayette & Associates and The 

Center for Nonviolence and Peace Studies, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI. He also is Conference 

Director and a member of the Global Nonviolence Conference Series charied by Dr. Bernard LaFayette, Jr.  

 

Amber Sansbury, Program Administrator 

Amber Sansbury is a proud native of Columbus, Georgia. She graduates this fall from Georgia State 

University with a bachelorôs degree in Middle East Studies; the degree focused in Arabic, Islam, cultural and 

socio-political networks in the region, and colonialism. Amber plans to begin graduate school studying 

Political Science in Fall 2010. In the future, she aspires to serve in various foreign policy institutions and 

Congress. Her ultimate goal is to represent Georgia well as a United States senator. Graphic  

Xuange Liu, Design Coordinator 

Xuange serves as our Graphics design Coordinator for Georgia Close Up. She was born in Beijing, China. 

She is currently a senior at Southern Polytechnic State University and will graduate at the end of this year. 

She will also receive a B.A. in English from North China University in Technology. She is committed to 

utilize her talents to create fresh and energetic program documents and websites. She hopes that her design 

is able to inspire our young participants.  

Qian Sun, Information System Analyst 

Qian serves as our Information System Analyst for Georgia Close Up. He will graduate at the end of this 

year, with one bachelor degree in Computer Science and Technology from Northeast Normal University, 

China, and another in Computer Science from Southern Polytechnic State University, GA. He is committed 

to utilize his skills in programming languages to set up a fresh Email system and maintain our website, so 

that our program can better address public policy issues to youths.  

 

 

 

 

¶ Close-Up Foundation 

¶ Martin Luther King Center 

¶ US. Park Service 

 

¶ All Teachers and Volunteers 

¶ Ms. Barbara Harrison 

¶ Mr. Charles Alphin 
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Wednesday, Nov 18 th , 2009  

8:45a.m. - 9:10 a.m.    

    Participants Registration and Sign - up for Symposium 

Topicals  

 MLK Center, Freedom  Hall Auditorium   

9:10am ð 9:40. am  Group Workshops: Ambe r HS-1, Qian  

HS-2, Pooya  HS-3 and Xuange  MS-4 

9:45 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.  

 General Assembly:  

¶ Welcome   

Close Up Foundation and Civic Engagement                         

¶ Program Synopsis                                               

¶ What is Violence and Nonviolen ce  

¶ MLK Center Nonviolence Principles and Conflict 

Resolution Methods   

10:30a.m. - 11: 10a.m.  

 Local and National Topicals Round One (Select one of 

the following ): 

¶ Gang and Gun Violence  by Mr. Charles Alphin the 

Freedom  Hall  Auditorium  HS 

¶ Empathy, Compass ion & Animal Rights  by Pooya 

Shoghi in Freedom  Hall screening room  MS 

¶ Conflicts,  Domestic and Social  by Ron Thom as in 

Fire station  No. 6 HS 

¶ Walking tour of King Visitorsõ Center and 

International Civil Rights Walk of Fame  by GA Close 

Up staff and student  facilitators HS/MS 

11:15 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.  

 Local and National Topical  Round Two (Select another 

topical from Round One ).  

12:00 p.m.  - 12:40 p.m.  

 Lunch at  the Firehouse No. 6  

12:45p.m. - 1 :30 p.m.  

 Group Workshops: AmberHS -1, QianHS-2, PooyaHS-3 

and Xua ngeMS-4 

1:35 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.  

 General Assembly:  

¶ Keynote Speaker: Mr. Charles Alphin òModern Day 

Applications of Dr. Kingõs Principles and Stepsó 

¶ Announcements for Day 2 by Am ber Sansbury  

Thursday, 

Nov19, 

2009 

 

Thursday, Nov 19 th , 2009  

9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.  

    Welcome  by  Ms. Barbara Harrison  

    Global Applications of Dr. Kingõs Principles (led by Mr. 

Charles Alphin)   

9:35 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.  

 International Topicals Round Three  (Select one of the 

following ): 

¶ òWhy the conflictó by Ron Thom as in Dannem ans 

HS 

¶ òHow is this important to me and the world?ó by 

Valerie Descham ps -Goren in the MLK Center 

screening room  MS 

¶ òTalking, Fighting, or Nothing at All?ó by Am ber 

Sansbury in the MLK Center auditorium  HS 

¶ Walking tour of Kin g Visitorsõ Center and 

International Civil Rights Walk of Fame  by GA Close 

Up staff and student facilitators HS/MS 

10:20 a.m . - 11:00 a.m.  

 International Topicals Round Four (Select another from 

Round Three. ) 

11:10 a.m. - 12:00 a.m . 

¶ Group Workshops:  Amber  HS-1, Qian  HS-2, Pooya  

HS-3 and Xuange  MS-4 

¶ Kingian Principles Possible Today? debate guided 

by  GA Close Up staff  

12:05p.m. - 12:45p.m.  

 Lunch  at  Danneman s 

12:50p.m. - 1: 20p.m.  

    Film Presentation MLK Center Freedom Hall auditorium)  

1:25 p.m. - 2: 15p.m.  

    Final General Assembly:  

¶ Program  Debriefin g 

¶ Symposium Evaluations filled out  

¶ Participation Certificates Awarded  

¶ Thanks and Conference Adjournment  
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